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[2] The particulars of the offence are that the Accused who is a resident of Pointe Aux Sels,

Mahe, on 13th December 2017 was found in unlawful possession of a controlled drug,

namely cannabis materials having a net weight of 31.0 grams at her residence with intent

to traffic the said controlled drug.

[1] Sita Sabrina Esparon is charged with and pleaded guilty to one count of possession with

intent to traffic in a controlled drug, namely cannabis materials contrary to section 9( 1)

and punishable to section 7 (1) of the Misuse of Drugs Act.
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[7] I have also considered that in meting out sentence, the court has to bear in mind that

classic principles of sentencing is deterrence, prevention, rehabilitation, reformation and

retribution; see Lawrence v Republic [1990] SLR 47. In the circumstance, in this case,

the Court should impose a sentence that will serve as a deterrent to the Accused from

committing similar offences in the future.

[6] Counsel for the Accused also referred to the cases of Republic v Mickey Azemia eR46

of 2019, [2019] scse 1043 and Republic v Franchesco Nibourette eo 57 of 2019

[2020] sese 7. The controlled drug involved in both cases was also cannabis but the

quantity was superior to that in present case. However, I still consider that controlled

drugs still remains a major problem in our society.

[5] A guilty plea indeed earns an accused credit as far as sentence is concerned.

Blackstone's Criminal Practice (2012), paragraph E.12 p2148, states that a guilty plea

would in effect earn an accused a reduction in sentence as it saves time of the court and

reduces considerable cost and in case of an early plea, also saves inconvenience of

victims and witnesses to give evidence before court, and furthermore that a "reduction

should be a proportion to the total sentence imposed calculated by reference to the

circumstances in which the guilty plea was indicated, in particular at what stage in the

proceedings" I take that into consideration when passing sentence.

[4] In mitigation, Counsel for the Accused pleaded for leniency for his client. He noted that

his client decided to plead guilty thereby showing remorse and saving the court's

precious time. The Accused is 41 years old and has four children. She works as a carer.

She is a first time offender and co-operated fully with the Police when being investigated

for the offence. The Accused alleges that the drug was for personal consumption and not

for sale. I shall take matters raised in mitigation when considering the appropriate

sentence to be imposed.

[3] The facts were presented by the Counsel for the prosecution and were admitted by the

Accused. Therefore, I proceeded to convict the Accused accordingly.
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Signed, dated and delivered at lie du Port/ Victoria on 13 January 2022

[9] If unsatisfied with this sentence the Accused may appeal against the same within 30

working days from today.

[8] Therefore, I impose on the Accused a sentenced the 6 months imprisonment suspended

for 2 years and to a fine of SR2, 500.00 which fine shall become due and payable by the

01st March 2022.


